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Abstract

The presented dissertation, titled "Factors Contributing to the Development of
Intellectual Capital in Higher Educational Institutions Implementing
International Programs," offers an innovative perspective developed by the
researcher regarding the significance and mechanisms of international academic

educational programs in fostering human capital within a nation.

Comprising four chapters, the thesis undertakes a comprehensive exploration.
The initial chapter outlines human capital as a contemporary economic concept,
drawing the genesis, types, structure, and attributes of prevailing theories
concerning it. The subsequent chapter examines human capital within the
context of organizational development factors, analyzing both direct and indirect
influencers on organizational growth. The third chapter concentrates on the San
Diego State University of Georgia's role in augmenting the human capital of
Georgian state universities, drawing upon the author's extensive nine-year
exertion experience at the San Diego State University's Georgia office. This
segment provides an in-depth analysis of intellectual capital, illustrating the
characteristics and tangible indicators of human and relational capital
development by the American University. The fourth chapter presents original

research conducted by the author.

The author formulates and subsequently examines three research hypotheses in a
coherent and interlinked manner. Within this chapter, the author presents the
trends showcasing the impact of human and relational capital on the
development of higher educational institutions, particularly in enhancing human
capital within STEM disciplines in Georgia. The author introduces indicators for
the development of human and relational capital, serving as metrics for the

intellectual capital of universities.

A distinct contribution lies in the author's identification and establishment of

indicators for human and relational capital, delineating two constituents of



intellectual capital within higher educational institutions and comparing them

with previously recognized measures.

The research methodology integrates both quantitative and qualitative
approaches. The author crafted a comprehensive interview questionnaire for
university administrators and developed assessment questionnaires for students
and professors to evaluate intellectual capital. The research aims to determine the
weightage of specific indicators of human and relational capital within the
components of intellectual capital, thereby lending practical significance to the
findings. Data analysis employs the analytical method of descriptive statistics,

accompanied by graphical representations.

The research findings elucidate that among human capital indicators, trained
academic and administrative staff exert the most substantial influence on
intellectual capital development, while student enrollment and expulsion rates
hold the least significance. Regarding relationship capital indicators, employment
and the efficacy of mechanisms encouraging post-secondary level continuation
have the highest impact on intellectual capital, contrasting with the

comparatively lower influence of university websites and social media activities.
Drawing from the research analysis, several conclusions emerge:

- Universities should employ effective training programs, both domestically and
through collaborations with esteemed foreign educational institutions, to
enhance human capital.

- In efforts to bolster human capital, universities should prioritize alignment
with labor market demands. Admission criteria ought to reflect actual
program goals and results, rather than solely relying on minimum thresholds.

- There is a need for a shift in student funding strategies, urging state support
alongside increased emphasis on co-funding and fundraising initiatives. This
shift ensures that students receive higher quality education aligned with

program objectives, potentially leading to improved employment



opportunities.

Keywords: higher educational institution management, intellectual capital,
human capital, relationship capital, role of joint international academic programs

in intellectual capital development.
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