
 

  

 

International Student Guide 

Pre-arrival and orientation information 



  Welcome 
 

This pre-arrival and orientation guide has been produced for students who are coming to study 

at Georgian American University (GAU) from outside Georgia. It provides practical guidance on 

coming to live in Tbilisi and study at GAU from an international student perspective and 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ Lǘǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ 

other sources of guidance you are likely to receive as part of your induction from your college 

and other bodies such as the international relations office, academic managers or student 

services office. 
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Introduction to Georgia 
Brief History 

Georgia, Georgian Sakartvelo, is located at the eastern end of the Black Sea on the southern 

flanks of the main crest of the Greater Caucasus Mountains. It is bounded on the north and 

northeast by Russia, on the east and southeast by Azerbaijan, on the south by Armenia and 

Turkey, and on the west by the Black Sea. The capital of Georgia is Tbilisi (Tiflis). 

The roots of the Georgian people extend deep in history; their cultural heritage is equally 

ancient and rich. During the medieval period a powerful Georgian kingdom existed, reaching its 

height between the 10th and 13th centuries. After a long period of Turkish and Persian 

domination, Georgia was annexed by the Russian Empire in the 19th century. An independent 

Georgian state existed from 1918 to 1921, when it was incorporated into the Soviet Union. In 

1936 Georgia became a constituent (union) republic and continued as such until the collapse of 

the Soviet Union. During the Soviet period the Georgian economy was modernized and 

diversified. One of the most independence-minded republics, Georgia declared sovereignty on 

November 19, 1989, and independence on April 9, 1991. The 1990s were a period of instability 

and civil unrest in Georgia, as the first post-independence government was overthrown, and 

separatist movements emerged in South Ossetia and Abkhazia. 



Nature and climate 

The Caucasian barrier protects Georgia from cold air 

intrusions from the north, while the country is open to the 

constant influence of warm, moist air from the Black Sea. 

Western Georgia has a humid subtropical, maritime climate, 

while eastern Georgia has a range of climate varying from 

moderately humid to a dry subtropical type. DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ 

location and its diverse terrain have given rise to a 

remarkable variety of landscapes. The luxuriant vegetation 

of the moist, subtropical Black Sea shores is relatively close 

to the eternal snows of the mountain peaks. Deep gorges and swift rivers give way to dry 

steppes, and the green of alpine meadows alternates with the darker hues of forested valleys. 

More than a third of the country is covered by 

forests and brush. Forest regions are 

characterized by wild boars, roe and Caucasian 

deer, brown bears, lynx, wolves, foxes, jackals, 

hares, and squirrels. Birds range from the thrush 

to the black vulture and hawk. Some of these 

animals and birds also frequent the lowland 

regions, which are the home of the introduced 

raccoon, mink, and nutria. The lowland rivers and 

the Black Sea itself are rich in fish.  

 

 

People of Georgia 

The likelihood is great that the Georgians, whose name for themselves is Kartveli, have always 

lived in this region, known to them as Sakartvelo. Ethnically, contemporary Georgia is not 

homogeneous but reflects the intermixtures and successions of the Caucasus region. About 

four-fifths of the people 

are Georgians; the rest 

are Armenians, Russians, 

Azerbaijanis, etc. 

Georgians are extremely 

kind, warm and 

hospitable people.  

 

 



Language and alphabet 

The Georgian language is a member of the Kartvelian (South Caucasian) family of languages. It 

has its own alphabet, which is thought to have evolved about the 5th century, and proudly 

stands between 13 other existing alphabets around the world. A few other Caucasian languages 

are spoken by minority groups, most of them are dialects, but many are unwritten.  

Georgian Cuisine 

DŜƻǊƎƛŀƴ ŦƻƻŘ ƛǎ ŀǊƎǳŀōƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǊŀǘŜŘ ŎǳƛǎƛƴŜǎΣ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŦƭŀǾƻǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

Greece and the Mediterranean, as well as influences from Turkey and Persia. This Georgian 

food guide is drawn from experiences traveling across the country τ visits to local markets, 

meals in family homes and restaurants, and even an impromptu cooking course. Georgian food 

is quite appropriately an expression of the culture. Warm, gooey comfort food like khachapuri 

(cheese-stuffed bread) finds balance with matsoni (yogurt). Herbs like tarragon, flat parsley, dill 

and coriander combine 

with walnuts and garlic for 

rich fillings and sauces. 

Some of the most popular 

Georgia dishes are: 

Khinkali; Khachapuri; 

Mtsvadi; Kubdari; Lobiani 

and etc.  



Introduction to Tbilisi 
Tbilisi, formerly Tiflis, capital of the republic of 

Georgia, on the Mtkvari (Kura) River at its 

dissection of the Trialeti and Kartli ranges. 

Founded in 458 (in some sources, 455), when 

the capital of the Georgian kingdom was 

transferred there from Mtskheta, the city had 

a strategic position, controlling the route 

between western and eastern Transcaucasia. 

It was often captured and sacked and knew 

many masters: the Persians in the 6th century, 

the Byzantine Empire and the Arabs in the 7th. 

In 1122 David IV (the Builder) of Georgia 

captured Tbilisi and restored it as a capital, but in 1234 it fell to the Mongols, and in 1386 it was 

sacked by Timur. The Turks captured the city on several occasions, and in 1795 it was burned to 

the ground by the Persians. In 1801 Tbilisi was captured by the Russians, who improved its 

communications by building the Georgian Military Highway across the Greater Caucasus from 

Vladikavkaz to Tbilisi. In 1872 it was linked by rail to Poti on the Black Sea and in 1883 to Baku 

on the Caspian Sea. In 1921 it was made 

capital of the Georgian republic. 

Modern Tbilisi is an attractive city: the 

Mtkvari, bordered on the right bank by a 

boulevard, lies partly in a steep gorge. Beside 

the river, the old town, with narrow, winding 

streets, is dominated by the ruins of the old 

fortress and the huge, symbolic figure of 

Georgia on a ridge above it. In the old town 

are the Sioni Cathedral, dating from the 5th 

century and often reconstructed, the Metekhi 

Palace of the Georgian kings, and the 6th-

century Anchikhati Church. Newer parts of 

the city lie beneath Mount Mtatsminda, accessible by a funicular rail line. North of the city is a 

large reservoir fed by irrigation canals. 

Tbilisi is a major cultural and educational center as well as a principal industrial center of the 

region. Its engineering services are important in the production of electric locomotives, 

machine tools, agricultural machinery, and electrical equipment and in the repair of 

locomotives and rolling stock. Other industries make textiles; leather goods and footwear; 

furniture; beer, wine, and spirits; and a range of foodstuffs. In 1966 an underground railway 

was opened in Tbilisi.  



About GAU 
President greeting 

αLǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ Ǝreat honor and pleasure, on behalf of the owners, 

administration and staff to introduce Georgian American 

University, better known as GAU! 

With faculties of Business; Law, Social Sciences & Diplomacy; 

Informatics & Engineering; Humanities & Liberal Arts; and 

Medicine - we strive to remain at the forefront of theoretical 

and practical knowledge, thereby bringing a unique 

educational experience to each and every student. 

We commit to working together to help you reach your 

potential and do all we can to prepare you for a successful 

and rewarding professional career. 

Thank you for your interest in GAU and know we are always 

available to discuss the opportunities and advantages of 

ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŜǎǘŜŜƳŜŘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦά 

 

GAU Mission, Vision, Values, History 

GAU's Mission 

Providing education based on advanced scientific-research and practical-teaching models, 

leading research and innovative activities. By providing equal opportunities - by strengthening 

knowledge, skills and universal values and recognizing social responsibility, promoting the 

development of society and the global integration of the country through the creation, 

accumulation and sharing of knowledge.  

 

GAU's  Vision  

In its long-term perspective, GAU takes on the responsibility of creating a tolerant, collaborative 

and innovative environment where students and faculty can help:  

ω /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛƻ-economic development of our society; 

ω /ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎΣ ǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜrsity in 

the educational space; 

ω ¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ 

accordance with the qualifications at all necessary levels; 



ω 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ;  

ω {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ 

research activities, thus encouraging civic cooperation and accountability;  

ω 9ƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ  

 

Values  

Both the mission statement of the Georgian American University and its activities are generally 

based on the fundamental values recognized in the Western democratic space. The University 

deeply believes in the inherent goodness of these values, uses them in its day-to-day activities 

and cares relentlessly for their protection. 

¶ Fairness and Equality - GAU strives to create a non-discriminatory, equal opportunity 

environment for students, academics and staff to achieve their goals and use their full 

potential to fulfill the University mission and their own personal well-being. Decisions 

made by the University are procedurally and in terms of ensuring rights based on the 

legitimate interests of the parties.  

¶ Academic Freedom - Academic freedom as a value is considered by GAU to be the most 

important and necessary condition for learning, research and erudition. Unwavering 

protection of this value ensures the right of the academic, scientific and invited staff and 

students of the University to the opportunity of independent teaching and research. 

¶ Involvement - The University ensures maximum involvement of the University 

community in making appropriate decisions. This creates more opportunities for us to 

better understand the possibilities of striving for common good and success.  

¶ Diversity and Respect - Diversity creates an environment for a university community 

that is acceptable and comfortable to all, regardless of their individuality. Adhering to 

these values guarantees diverse and constructive discourse in the University space, 

which ultimately helps everyone to respect and realize their ideas and perspectives. 

Beyond diversity, on the other hand, collegial treatment, mutual respect, civilized, open 

and professional attitude in the process of activity, cooperation and decision-making are 

important in the activities of the University.  

¶ Responsibility and Accountability - Personal and professional responsibility is extremely 

important in operating the University in response to our actions, powers and 

responsibilities. The principle of responsibility in the University is based on the existence 

of an environment of fairness, mutual respect and high organizational culture. The value 

of accountability in the University is perceived as one of the principles of strengthening 

academic integrity and good governance. Accountability contributes to the smooth 

functioning of the institution in terms of both dignity and its mechanisms. Accordingly, 

the implementation of this principle in university life is accompanied by fair mechanisms 



of information, monitoring, evaluation and a strong University community of active, 

active civil and professional members. 

¶ Transformability - The University, based on the existing realities of the development of 

our society and state, expresses its constant readiness to take transformational 

approaches to teaching, learning, research and innovative activities. The methods used 

in this area will be based on best practices and flexible, mixed approaches to fulfilling 

the University's mission and objectives. 

 

Establishment of the Georgian 

American University 

The demand in Tbilisi for a truly 

western University was so 

pronounced that even though at 

that time there were already two 

international business schools in 

operation, the interest in a 

program offering joint programs 

in Business and Law was 

substantial enough to move 

forward with the opening of a 

Business School and Law School 

at the Georgian American 

University in 2005.  

In February 2005, a joint limited liability company of American and Georgian investors was 

formed. This dedicated group and its Board of Directors established financial and operational 

management standards which aligned with the strict international, ethical and educational 

standards necessary. This group of investors possessed a wide array of knowledge and 

experience such as: 

¶ Experience with the United States, Georgian and International Law; 

¶ Experience with the United States, Georgian and International Business, Banking, 

Finance and Management sectors; 

¶ Public relations in Georgia and Internationally; 

¶ Experience with the United States, Georgian and International education systems; and 

¶ Experience with the United States government. 

¶ Development of the University 

 


































