


Welcome

This prearrival and orientation guide has been produced for students who are coming to study

at Georgian American UniversigAU)Yrom outsideGeorgia It provides practical guidance on

coming to livein Thilisiand studyat GAUfrom an international stdent perspective and
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other sources of guidance you are likely to receive as part of your induction froncghege

and other bodies such as theternationalrelations office, academic managers or student

services office
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Introduction to Georgia
Brief History

Georgia, Georgian Sakartveilslocated at the eastern end of the Black Sea on the southern
flanks of the main crest of the Greater Caucasus Mountains. It is bounded on the north and
northeast by Russia, on the east and southeast by Azerbaijan, on thelspérmenia and
Turkey, and on the west by the Black Sea. The capital of Georgia is Thilisi (Tiflis).

The roots of the Georgian people extend deep in history; their cultural heritage is equally
ancient and rich. During the medieval period a powerful @aor kingdom existed, reaching its
height between the 10th and 13th centuries. After a long period of Turkish and Persian
domination, Georgia was annexed by the Russian Empire in the 19th century. An independent
Georgian state existed from 1918 to 1921 ,emht was incorporated into the Soviet Union. In
1936 Georgia became a constituent (union) republic and continued as such until the collapse of
the Soviet Union. During the Soviet period the Georgian economy was modernized and
diversified. One of the mostdependenceminded republics, Georgia declared sovereignty on
November 19, 1989, and independence on April 9, 198&. 1990s were a period of instability
and civil unrest in Georgia, as the first paslependence government was overthrown, and
separati$ movements emerged in South Ossetia and Abkhazia.
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Nature and climate

The Caucasian barrier protects Georgia from cold air
intrusions from the north, while the country is open to the
constant influence of warm, moist air from the Black Sea. §
Western Georgia has a humid subtropical, maritime clima
while eastern Georgia has a range of climate varying from:
moderately humid to a dry subtropical type.S 2 NH A |
location and its diverse terrain have given rise to a
remarkable variety of landscapeThe luxuriant vegetation
of the moist, subtropical Black Sea shores is relatively clos
to the eternal snows of the mountain peaks. Deep gorges and swift rivers give way to dry
steppes, and the green of alpine meadows alternates with the darker huesestted valleys.
More than a third of the country is covered by
forests and brushi-orest regions are
characterized by wild boars, roe and Caucasian
deer, brown bears, lynx, wolves, foxes, jackals,
hares, and squirrels. Birds range from the thrush
to the black vulture and hawk. Some of these
animals and birds also frequent the lowland
regions, which are the home of the introduced
raccoon, mink, and nutria. Thewland rivers and
the Black Sea itself are rich in fish.

People of Georgia

The likelihood igreat that the Georgians, whose name for themselves is Karhale always
lived in this region, known to them as Sakartvelo. Ethnically, contemporary Georgia is not
homogeneous but reflects the intermixtures and successions of the Caucasus region. Abou
four-fifths of the people

are Georgians; the rest © m I
are Armenians, Russians # capisl
Azerbaijanisetc. e
Georgians are extremely
kind, warm and @ Presiuin -
hospitable people 3,729,500
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Ruszian, English and German
az comman foreign languages

¢ Climate State form: repu jlitl form of government: semi-presidential system,
i single-chamber parliament with 150 chairs
‘warmn and subtropical-hwmid in the west,
Dry and mild in the East Religion: Georgian Orthodox 83,9%, Muslim 55%, Russian Orthodox 2%,

Armenian Gregorian 3,%%, Catholic 0,8%, Baptist, Protestant, Jewizh
GE Stals Langusge - Georgian (Unique Alphabet)

Ruzsian, English, German are commeon foreign languages spoken

["Sakartvelo™ - the place where Kartwellans Ive]



Language and alphabet

The Georgian language is a member of the Kartvelian (S2aulcasian) family of languages. It
has its own alphabet, which is thought to have evolved about the 5th centurypamuaily
stands between 13 other existing alphabets around the waklfewother Caucasian languages
are spoken by minority groupsost ofthem are dialectshut many are unwritten

Hello - Gamarjoba Where is ...? — Sad aris ...?
Goodbye - Nakhvamdis How much? What's the price? - Ra ghirs?

Thank you - Madloba

Georgian Cuisine
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Greece and the Mediterranean, as well as influences from Turkey and Persia. This Georgian

food guick is drawn from experiences traveling across the countnyisits to local markets,

meals in family homes and restaurants, and even an impromptu cooking course. Georgian food

is quite appropriately an expression of the culture. Warm, gooey comfort foekhtiechapuri
(cheesestuffed bread) finds balance with matsoni (yogurt). Herbs like tarragon, flat parsley, dill

and coriander combine
with walnuts and garlic for
rich fillings and sauces.
Some of the most popular
Georgia dishes are:
Khinkali; Khachapuri;
Mtsvadi; Kubdari; Lobiani
and etc.

Georgian Cuisine

Spicy

With Nuts

Meat of all kinds

Cradle of wine

Mineral Waters

Also, you can enjoy cuisines from all around the world!

Delivery Services

menu.ge m Glovo*



Introduction to Thilisi

Thilisi, formerly Tiflis, capital of the republic of
Georgia, on the Mtkvari (Kura) River at its
dissection of the Trialeti and Kartli ranges.

g Founded in 458 (in some sources, 455), when
the capital of the Georgian kingdom was

' transferred there from Mtskheta, the city had

a strategic position, controlling the route

M between western and eastern Transcaucasia.

It was often captured and sacked and knew
many masters: the Persians in the 6th century

§ the Byzantine Empire and the Arabs in the 7th.

- i In 1122 David IV (the Builder) of Georgia
captured Thilisi and restored it as a capltal but in 1234 it fell to the Mongols, and in 1386 it was
sacked by Timur. The Turks captured the city on several oosasiod in 1795 it was burned to

the ground by the Persians. In 1801 Thilisi was captured by the Russians, who improved its
communications by building the Georgian Military Highway across the Greater Caucasus from
Vladikavkaz to Thilisi. In 1872 it wakéd by rail to Poti on the Black Sea and in 1883 to Baku

on the Caspian Sea. In 1921 it was made
capital of the Georgian republic.

Modern Thilisi is an attractive city: the

Mtkvari, bordered on the right bank by a
boulevard, lies partly in a steep gorgesile =
the river, the old town, with narrow, winding .
streets, is dominated by the ruins of the old
fortress and the huge, symbolic figure of ~ #
Georgia on a ridge above it. In the old town

are the Sioni Cathedral, dating from the 5th & '
century and often reconstrcted, the Metekhi %
Palace of the Georgian kings, and the-6th

the city lie beneath Mount Mtatsmlnda accessible by a funlcular rall I|ne North of the city is a
large reservoir fed by irrigation canals.

Thilisi is anajor cultural and educational centas well as principal industrial center of the
region. Its engineering services are important in the production of electric locomotives,
machine tools, agricultural machinery, and electrical equipment and in tharrepa
locomotives and rolling stock. Other industries make textiles; leather goods and footwear,;
furniture; beer, wine, and spirits; and a range of foodstuffs. In 1966 an underground railway
was opened in Thilisi.



About GAU

President greeting

a L i heat hovigx and pleasure, on behalf of the owner
administration and staff to introduce Georgian American
University, better known as GAU!

With faculties of Business; Law, Social Sciences & Diplo
Informatics & Engineering; Humanities & Liberal Angl a
Medicine- we strive to remain at the forefront of theoretica
and practical knowledge, thereby bringing a unique
educational experience to each and every student.

We commit to working together to help you reach your
potential and do all we can to prepayou for a successful
and rewarding professional career.

Thank you for your interest in GAU and know we are alwa
available to discuss the opportunities and advantages of
dGdzReEAY3 |G 2dz2NJ SAGSSYSR |

GAU Mission, Vision, Values, History
GAU'sMission

Providing education based on advanced scientdgearch and practicaéaching models,
leading research and innovative activities. By providing equal opporturibgstrengthening
knowledge, skills and universal values and recognizing sesg@bmsibility, promoting the
development of society and the global integration of the country through the creation,
accumulation and sharing of knowledge.

GAU's Vision

In its longterm perspective, GAU takes on the responsibility of creating a tolecatiborative
and innovative environment where students and faculty can help:
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the educational space;
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accordance with the qualifications at all necessary levels;
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research activities, thus encouraging civic cooperation and accountability;
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Values

Both the mission statement of the Georgian American University and its activities are generally
based on the fundamental values recognized in the Western democratic space. The University
deeply believes in the inherent goodness of these values thsam in its dayo-day activities

and cares relentlessly for their protection.

1 Fairness and EqualityGAU strives to create a natiscriminatory, equal opportunity
environment for students, academics and staff to achieve their goals and use their full
potential to fulfill the University mission and their own personal vizing. Decisions
made by the University are procedurally and in terms of ensuring rights based on the
legitimate interests of the parties.

1 Academic FreedomAcademic freedom as a valis considered by GAU to be the most
important and necessary condition for learning, research and erudition. Unwavering
protection of this value ensures the right of the academic, scientific and invited staff and
students of the University to the opportitly of independent teaching and research.

1 Involvement- The University ensures maximum involvement of the University
community in making appropriate decisions. This creates more opportunities for us to
better understand the possibilities of striving forrmmon good and success.

1 Diversity and RespeeDiversity creates an environment fouaiversitycommunity
that is acceptable and comfortable to all, regardless of their individuality. Adhering to
these values guarantees diverse and constructive discanrgee University space,
which ultimately helps everyone to respect and realize their ideas and perspectives.
Beyond diversity, on the other hand, collegial treatment, mutual respect, civilized, open
and professional attitude in the process of activitgpperation and decisiomaking are
important in the activities of the University.

1 Responsibility and Accountabiltyersonal and professional responsibility is extremely
important in operating the University in response to our actions, powers and
resporsibilities. The principle of responsibility in the University is based on the existence
of an environment of fairness, mutual respect and high organizational culture. The value
of accountability in the University is perceived as one of the principleserigihening
academic integrity and good governance. Accountability contributes to the smooth
functioning of the institution in terms of both dignity and its mechanisms. Accordingly,
the implementation of this principle ianiversitylife is accompanied biair mechanisms



of information, monitoring, evaluation and a strong University community of active,
active civil and professional members.

Transformability The University, based on the existing realities of the development of
our society and state, expsses its constant readiness to take transformational
approaches to teaching, learning, research and innovative activities. The methods used
in this area will be based on best practices and flexible, mixed approaches to fulfilling
the University's missionral objectives.

Establishment of the Georgian
American University

The demand in Thilisi for a truly
western University was so
pronounced thateven thoughat
that time there were already two
international business schools in
operation, the interest in a
program offering joint programs
in Business and Law was
substantial enough to move
forward with the opening of a
Business School and Law School
at the Georgian American
University in 2005.

In February 2005, a joint limited liability company of American@adrgian investors was
formed. This dedicated group and its Board of Directors established financial and operational
management standards which aligned with the strict international, ethical and educational
standards necessary. This group of investors gessd a wide array of knowledge and
experience such as:
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Experience with the United States, Georgian and International Law;

Experience with the United States, Georgian and International Business, Banking,
Finance and Management sectors;

Public relations ifiseorgia and Internationally;

Experience with the United States, Georgian and International education systems; and
Experience with the United States government.

Development of the University



















































